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has a heart to feel can hesitate to choose between Eternal Life and Eternal Death P1
Yet there are those who hesitate to choose ; and there are those who choose wrongly. Much may be said in excuse of those who thus doubted and erred in pagan Greece and Rome. The only religions with which they were acquainted gave the most inconsistent and perverted views, both of Deity and of the world to come. If men in their abhorrence of these religions unhappily rejected all religion, we must pity them even more than we condemn them. But we live in a later and more favoured age, when God has been clearly revealed in the beauty of holiness and love, and when life and immortality have been brought to light. A higher good than the greatest of Greek or Roman sages ever longed for has been placed within the reach of the humblest, the poorest, the least instructed. The way has been made plain by which we may be freed from fear of death, and from fear of all that lies beyond death. We can have no excuse for preferring death to life. Eternal death ought to be no bribe to us. Light has come into the world. Let us not be among those who choose darkness rather than light
1 See Appendix IX.